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MAN SENTENCED TO 151 MONTHS FOR ROBBING 
PRESIDENTIAL AND COLOMBO BANKS

WASHINGTON - Lawrence Thomas, 54, was sentenced on May 26, 2010, by the Honorable Judge
Ellen Huvelle for two counts of Bank Robbery, for the robbery of Presidential Bank, located at 1660 K
Street, N.W. on September 28, 2009, and the robbery of Colombo Bank, located at 1660 L Street, N.W. on
October 20, 2009, announced U.S. Attorney Ronald C. Machen Jr., Shawn Henry, Assistant Director in
Charge of the FBI’s Washington Field Office, and Metropolitan Police Department Chief Cathy Lanier. 
Lawrence Thomas was sentenced to concurrent terms of 151 months incarceration on each count, three
years of supervised release, and ordered to pay restitution to the banks.
 

Thomas admitted during the plea hearing on February 19, 2010, that he entered the Presidential
Bank on September 28, 2009, and passed a note to the teller demanding $2,800.  The note instructed the
teller not to press the alarm.  Defendant Tomas motioned with his hand inside his jacket as if he had a gun. 
The teller provided $1,500 to him.

Thomas further acknowledged that on October 20, 2009, at the Colombo Bank, Thomas passed a note
to the teller demanding $3,000 in one-hundred and fifty-dollar bills.  The bank employee did not have the
demanded denominations.  Thomas told the bank employee to go into the vault if the bank employee knew
what was good for her.  The teller returned from the vault and provided $3,000 to Thomas.  Thomas then
demanded that two bank employees enter the bank vault and close the door.  The employees complied and
Thomas exited the bank with the money.

In announcing the guilty plea, U.S. Attorney Machen praised the efforts of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation’s Violent Crimes Task Force and Evidence Response Team, as well as several members of
the Metropolitan Police Department, including Sgt. Elmer Baylor, Det. Stacey Carey, Sgt. Albert Mercer,
Sgt. Bertie Shields, Inv. William Talbert, and Officers Parminder Singh, Dwayne Roberts, and Michael
Carruth.  He further thanked State’s Attorney Carol Coderre from the Prince George’s County State’s
Attorney’s Office.  Finally he acknowledged the efforts of employees of the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
District of Columbia, including Legal Assistant Latoya Davenport, and Assistant U.S. Attorneys Julieanne
Himelstein and April Fearnley, who prosecuted the case.
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